MODERN GERMAN LITERATURE
Erwin Guido Kolbenheyer, born in 1878 in Buda-
pest and educated in Karlsbad, is perhaps the most
powerful representative of the contemporary German
effort to treat metaphysical concerns in terms, not of
"intellectual" spiritualism, but of biological and natu-
ralistic insights. Like Paul Ernst he recognized, most
explicitly in his major theoretical study, Die Baubiitte
(1925), the collapse of all forms of rational ideal-
ism. Several discursive prose works reiterate this con-
viction: a volume of essays, Stimme (1930), is devoted
to certain political considerations of a vigorously con-
servative nature; a profound discussion of the aes-
thetics of the German novel is contained in the
pamphlet, Wie wurde der deutsche Roman Dicbtung?
(1937); and in a series of reflections upon Goethe
(1937) he recognizes the "biological" nature of the
poet's achievement. Neither as a dramatist (Die
Brilcke, 1929, Heroiscbe Leidenscbaften, 1929, Gregor
und Heinricb, 1934) nor as a lyrical poet (Lyriscbes
Brevier, 1929) has he attained complete fusion of
thought and feeling in imaginative creation; but it
is in his novels (Amor Dei, 1908, Meister Joachim
Pausewang, 1910, the Paracelsus trilogy, 1917, 1922,
1926, and Das gottgelobte Herz, 1938), all of them
written in a purposely archaic language, that Kolben-
heyer has accomplished a convincing form of historical
narrative in which the ingeninm teutonicum asserts
itself as a cultural force of remarkable "plasmatic
capacity."
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